IAWA Newsletter = November 2024 D@W@

Future meetings

International Symposium on Wood Science and Technology 2025 (ISWST2025) with
the Session of 2025 World Wood Day Symposium and the Seventh IUFRO Forest
Products Culture Colloquium, Japan on March 17th-19th, 2025

The Japan Wood Research Saociety invites all scientists interested and involved in various aspects
of wood to the International Symposium on Wood Science and Technology 2025 (ISWST2025) at Sendai
International Center, Sendai. The aim of the conference is to bring together scientists working on this
sustainable and most promising biomaterial for the 21st century. The 2025 World Wood Day Symposium
and the Seventh IUFRO Forest Products Culture Colloquium will also be held during the same period. A
session of wood anatomy will be organized by IAWA within the symposium.

The conference will cover the following subjects and sessions: 1) Wood Physics; 2) Timber
Engineering; 3) Wood Chemistry; 4) Composite Materials and Adhesion; 5) Cell Formation and Wood
Structures (including IAWA Special Session); 6) Biodegradation and Preservation of Wood (including
Memorial Session of Prof. Dan Cullen); 7) Biorefinery and Bioeconomy; 8) 2025 WWD Symposium &
IUFRO Forest Products Culture Colloquium Session; 9) Wood in Health and Wellness.

The scientific program will consist of keynote lectures, invited lectures, and oral and poster
presentations, totally about 400 papers. The official language is English. For detailed information, please
visit https://pub.confit.atlas.jp/en/event/iswst2025.

Kiyohiko Igarashi and Hisashi Abe, Japan

The 26th International Wood Machining Seminar (IWMS), Italy on April 14th-15th,
2025

The 26th International Wood Machining Seminar (IWMS 26) will be held in Florence, Italy on the 14th
and 15th of April 2025, hosted by the University of Florence, Department of Agriculture, Food,
Environment and Forestry (DAGRI). You are warmly invited to attend and contribute to IWMS-26, and to
join the post-seminar industrial tour.

IWMS-26 is the 26th in a series of world-class seminars started in 1963. It provides a distinguished
forum for leading international researchers and practicing engineers to present and discuss challenges,
recent advances and future opportunities in wood cutting tools, wood products and wood production
processes. Practical information exchange and technical interaction among wood processing researchers
are the primary objectives.

IWMS-26 is being held in Florence, Italy, a leading centre of wood and wood products research in
Italy. An optional post-seminar tour will enable participants to visit nearby wood processing plants and
other places of interest. Florence is an internationally famous cultural centre, and is a top destination for
visitors. The surrounding areas additionally provide many memorable recreational opportunities.

For detailed information, please visit https://www.dagri.unifi.it/vp-1018-26th-international-wood-m
achining-seminar-14-15-april-2025.html?newlang=eng#.

Giacomo Goli, Italy

The 5th World Teak Conference 2025, India on September 17th-20th, 2025
(1


https://pub.confit.atlas.jp/en/event/iswst2025
https://www.dagri.unifi.it/vp-1018-26th-international-wood-machining-seminar-14-15-april-2025.html?newlang=eng
https://www.dagri.unifi.it/vp-1018-26th-international-wood-machining-seminar-14-15-april-2025.html?newlang=eng

In 2025, Kerala will host the 5th World Teak Conference organized by the Kerala Forest Research
Institute and coordinated by the International Teak Information Network (TEAKNET) India. This global
event will take place in Grand Hyatt, Kochi, Kerala. The past four World Teak Conferences were held in
Asian and Latin American countries; the first one in Costa Rica (2011), followed by Bangkok (2013)
Ecuador (2015) and Ghana (2022),

Kerala holds special significance in the history of teak plantation, with Nilambur being home to the
world's oldest teak plantation. With its extensive background in teak research, the Kerala Forest Research
Institute seized the opportunity to host this international event at Grand Hyatt Cochin from September
17th to 19th, 2025.

This Conference will be a great opportunity to exchange knowledge and experiences on
technological innovations and stay up to date on the emerging trends in teak management and trade. It
will provide a major meeting place for worldwide researchers, students, entrepreneurs and professionals
in the forestry sector to come together, share their knowledge and establish networks.

For detailed information, please visit https://worldteakconference2025.com/.

P. K. Thulasidas, India

Meeting reports

The 11th IAWA-China Group Annual Conference in Xishuangbanna, November 15th-
17th, 2024, China

The 11th Annual Conference of IAWA (International Association of Wood Anatomists)-China Group,
hosted by the IAWA-China Group and co-organized by the Southwest Forestry University and the
Xishuangbanna Tropical Botanical Garden (XTBG) of the Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS), was held
at the Xishuangbanna from November 15th to 17th, 2024. The theme of the conference was "Enabling
Development of Wood Anatomy with New-Quality Productivity". Professor Fanyuan Gan of XTBG of CAS,
Professor Jun Li of the Southwest Forestry University, Professor Yafang Yin, Executive Secretary of
IAWA and Professor Bin Xu, Chair of IAWA-China Group delivered opening speeches respectively.
Professor Guanben Du of the Southwest Forestry University, the academician of the Chinese Academy
of Engineering, provided a speech via video.
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Group Photo of the 11th IAWA-China Group Annual Conference
More than 180 participants from 37 organizations attended the conference. Five keynote speakers
from three countries gave invited lectures at the main venue. Professor Yafang Yin from the Research
Institute of Wood Industry, the Chinese Academy of Forestry gave an invited lecture titled "Concept of
Reconstituting Xylarium Resources in China". Professor Yoon Soo Sim from the Chonnam National
University Korea gave an invited lecture titled "What Overlooked by Wood Anatomists in Studies on Wood

[2


https://worldteakconference2025.com/

Cultural Heritages". Professor Xingiang He from Peking University gave an invited lecture titled
"Phytohormone Interactions in Regulation of the Secondary Vascular Tissue Pattern Formation in
Populus ". Professor Tomoyuki Fujii from the Forestry and Forest Products Research Institute of Japan
gave an invited lecture titled "Mogami Tokunai’s Wood Collection and Kohara Jiro’s Microscopic Slides".
Professor Jian Qiu from Southwest Forestry University gave an invited lecture titled "Eyewood for Wood
Identification and Team Work". A total of 57 speakers provided session speeches on research directions
such as the development of wood anatomy at domestic and abroad species, wood biology,
dendrochronology, identification and protection of archaeological wooden relics, application of
multidisciplinary integration in wood anatomy, structure and utilization of bamboo and rattans,
construction of a digital platform for wood, and strategic significance of the "dual carbon" initiative.

Oral presentations and discussions of the 11th IAWA-China Group Annual Conference
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Thirteen Excellent Presentation Awards (EPA), three Outstanding Poster Awards and six Wood
Microscopy Competition Awards were awarded by the IAWA-China Group Committee. The Southwest
Forestry University and XTBG of CAS fully exerted their respective advantages in the fields of wood and
botanical science, and successfully built an academic exchange platform for experts and scholars in the
field of wood anatomy in China and even different countries.

IAWA-China Group has insisted on organization of an annual conference every year since it was
initially established in 2014, and the series of conferences has developed into an important academic
event in the field of wood anatomy in the world.

The 12th Annual Conference of IAWA-China Group will be organized by the Northeast Forestry
University in 2025 in Heilongjiang Province, China.

Jingran Gao and Jian Qiu, China

The 10th Pacific Regional Wood Anatomy Conference (PRWAC) in Asahikawa,
Japan on September 10th-14th, 2024

The 10th PRWAC was successfully held on September 10th—14th, 2024 in Asahikawa, Japan,
sponsored by the Forestry and Forest Products Research Institute, the Japan Wood Society, IUFRO-J,
the Asahikawa Tourism and Convention Association, and the Hokkaido Prefectural Government. More
than 100 participants from eleven countries actively discussed various topics related to wood anatomy
over that time.

Group photo of the 10th PRWAC taken at the Asahikawa International Conference Center

The conference started with a keynote lecture from Dr. Yafang Yin, providing the history of wood
anatomical studies in China over the past decades since the 1920s and introducing the latest issues in
the field worldwide. In the oral and poster presentation sessions, a total of 86 presenters shared their
interesting findings. Three special sessions on recent hot topics in wood science, namely the application
of machine learning to wood science, organized by Dr. Junji Sugiyama, using isotope labelling techniques
to clarify elemental processes in wood formation, organized by Dr. Akira Kagawa, and cambium activities
under climate change, organized by Dr. Md Hasnat Rahman, encouraged lively discussions.
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The opening of IAWA social hour
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Group photo taken at IAWA social hour of the 10th PRWAC

The organizing committee awarded prizes to four especially excellent presentations given by
students. The Best Oral Presentation Prizes were given to Gugu Gama et al. (Stellenbosch University,
South Africa) for “Wood formation of drought-resistant Eucalyptus cladocalyx under cyclic drought
treatments” and Masato Koyama et al. (Hokkaido University, Japan) for “The chemical constitutive
defense mechanisms of inner barks of Sorbus commixta against Trametes versicolor”. The Best Poster
Presentation Prizes were given to Kazuma Ishibashi et al. (Tokyo University of Agriculture and
Technology, Japan) for “Anatomical and histochemical studies on axial secretory canals in the secondary
phloem of Japanese Araliaceae trees” and Shunsuke Sakai et al. (Tokyo University of Agriculture and
Technology, Japan) for “Optimization of ‘colorless woods’ preparation methods and evaluation of their
compressive properties”.
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Poster exhibition of the 10th PRWAC

IAWA Honorary members awarded to Prof. Dr. Yoon Soo Kim (right) and Dr. Tomoyuki Fujii (left)
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On the evening of September 11th, the IAWA Social Hour was held and Dr. Yafang Yin talked about
the current state of the association. Three members Dr. Futoshi Ishiguri, Dr. Jong Sik Kim, and Dr. Satoshi
Nakaba of IAWA Council (2024-2026) gave short speeches on how they would like to contribute to the
association. The next PRWAC (2028) was also discussed and Vietnam was agreed upon as the next
host country. In addition, a moment of silence was observed in memory of the late Dr. Pieter Baas.

Shohei Yamagishi and Hisashi Abe, Japan

Seminar for forensic scientists focusing on wood identification, Germany on August
19th-23rd, 2024
In the period Aug 19th—-23rd, 2024, a seminar was held at the Thienen Institute of Wood Research
as part of the "2nd International Seminar on Anatomical Plant Identification (ISAPI, Hamburg 2024)" with
25 participants from 11 countries in Africa, Europe, and North America. The seminar focused on "Wood
Species Identification” and was organized by the European Network of Forensic Science Institutes
(ENFSI). The course provided hands-on training in macroscopic and microscopic wood identification
practices. In the course of the five-day seminar, the following contents were considered:
® Fundamentals of wood anatomy and wood speciation as well as explanation of technical terms
in the context of wood analytical examinations.
® Practical analysis with solid wood and microscopic sections.
® Training in the use of databases and programs for computer-aided wood identification
(CITESwoodID_2023; macroHolzdata 2023; Commercial timbers_2022).
In addition, courses were held featuring special fields applied to wood identification such as pulp and
paper analysis and 3D microscopy.
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Forensic biologists from eleven countries were trained at the Thienen Institute of Wood Research in
Hamburg on plant identification (focus on wood identification)

If you are interested in taking part in the next seminar, please send an expression of interest with a
short curriculum vitae to volker.haag@thuenen.de. At the time of current planning, the seminar will be
held every 2-3 years.

Volker Haag, Germany
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Miscellaneous News

IAWA Special Issue 2025 on Quantitative Wood Anatomy (QWA)

IAWA Journal is organizing a Special Issue called “Quantitative Wood Anatomy: research
applications, opportunities and challenges” in memory of Professor Pieter Baas. Professor Dr. Baas was
one of the most distinguished scientists in plant anatomy and wood anatomy and the greatest advocate
for worldwide cooperation of wood anatomists in our times. Colleagues in the research field, IAWA
members, and others are invited to contribute reviews, original research articles, and viewpoint papers
relating to Quantitative Wood Anatomy (QWA) with a special emphasis on recent advances in wood
anatomy and multidisciplinary approaches. We expect to publish this Special Issue as IAWA Journal
Volume 46, Issue 4 (2025), however, manuscripts will be available online once accepted.

This Special issue will be edited by Yafang Yin (yafang@caf.ac.cn), Georg von Arx
(georg.vonarx@wsl.ch) and Veronica De Micco (demicco@unina.it). For more details about the QWA
special issue, please visit https://iawa-websitel.org/en/News/article 255.shtml.

Please contact the editors to indicate your interest and the topics your manuscript will address - the
editors will strive to include a balanced group of high-quality papers. Please indicate in the cover letter
your wish to be included in this Special Issue. Manuscripts can be submitted to the IAWA Journal at
https://www.editorialmanager.com/iawa/default.aspx.

Yafang Yin, Georg von Arx and Veronica De Micco

2025 Plants With A Past. Inside Fossil Wood

This calendar is designed for wood anatomists to display in their office or lab. Each month features
a different plant group or fossil wood locality with multiple photomicrographs. The dates for Arbor Days
around the world are noted, so you'll know when to take some extra time for celebrating trees and their
wood. This calendar gives some wood anatomist specific days you might want to observe - birth dates of
|.W. Bailey, Sherwin Carlquist, C.R. Metcalfe, as well as Ring-Porous Day, Vasicentric Parenchyma Day,
Tile Cell Day.

Profits to support fossil wood research and InsideWood
http://insidewood.lib.ncsu.edu
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If you want to encourage some whimsy in your lab, it helps to know when to observe Chocolate Cake
Day, Wombat Day, Avoid Procrastination Day, and Bug Bunny's Birthday.

The link below is for ordering and a preview of the calendar. Lulu Press, a print on demand publisher,
has online stores for the US, Canada, Europe, Great Britain, and Australia,
hitps://www.lulu.com/shop/elisabeth-wheeler/2025-plants-with-a-past/paperback/product-jezr767.html.

Elisabeth Wheeler, the USA

Call for Newsletter Items

The IAWA Newsletter keeps the IAWA community actively informed and stimulates members to visit
the IAWA website for the latest and detailed news. Please send any news items you wish to share with
the whole IAWA community to the newsletter editors Dr. Shan Li (lishan.ecology@hotmail.com) and Dr.
Yang Lu (yang.lu@caf.ac.cn) of the IAWA Office, Beijing.

Call for Manuscripts of IAWA Journal 2024

The editors of the IAWA Journal would like to encourage new manuscript submissions for volume
46, 2025. A reminder that subscribers/IAWA members can register for ‘table of contents’ alerts on the
IAWA Journal homepage. The table of contents for the latest issue is included below.

Lloyd Donaldson & Veronica De Micco
Editors in Chief — IAWA Journal

Commentary

Machine learning-based wood anatomy identification: towards anatomical feature recognition
Authors: Xin He, Daniél M. Pelt, JingRan Gao, Barbara Gravendeel, PeiQi Zhu, SongYang Chen, Jian
Qiu, and Frederic Lens

Pages: 457-475

Regular articles

Stem and root anatomy of Zanonia indica L. (Cucurbitaceae) and significant adaptations of the aerial
roots

Authors: Manoj M. Lekhak, Amit D. Gondaliya, S.R. Yadav, S.G. Ghane, and Kishore S. Rajput
Pages: 405-423

Wood of Qualea from the Piedra Chamana in-situ fossil forest (late Middle Eocene, Peru) and the
comparative wood anatomy of Vochysiaceae and Myrtaceae

Authors: Deborah W. Woodcock

Pages: 424-443

A splinter of charred oleaceous wood from late early Eocene volcanoclastic deposits of Germany
Authors: Volker Haag and Volker Wilde

Pages: 444-456

Distinguishing Amazonian ipé species (Handroanthus, Bignoniaceae) using macroscopic wood
anatomy and leaf morphology

Authors: Elisa P. Souza, Beatriz M. Gomes, Christopher W. Fagg, Luiz Fernando Marques, Alexandre
B. Gontijo, and Julia Sonsin-Oliveira

Pages: 476-502
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The effect of fire on tree-ring width and tracheid dimensions of Pinus nigra
Authors: Seray Ozden Keles and Sabri Unal
Pages: 503-514

Using wood rings to determine age and climate constraints of grapevine (Vitis vinifera) radial growth
Authors: J. Julio Camarero, Michele Colangelo, Giovanni Pecora, and Cristina Valeriano
Pages: 515-534

Wood utilized for wooden components in ancient buildings of Tingbao Yang’s former residence
Authors: Yan Yang, Haidi Ji, Bin Li, Lianlong Chen, Xiaohan Song, and Jing Zhao
Pages: 535-552
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