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IAWA Newsletter – August 2025 

 

Future meetings 

The 5th World Teak Conference 2025, India on September 17th-20th, 2025 

In 2025, the 5th World Teak Conference will be organized by the Kerala Forest Research Institute, 

the International Teak Information Network (TEAKNET) and the International Tropical Timber 

Organization (ITTO). This global event will take place in Grand Hyatt Koichi Bolgatty, Kochi, Kerala. The 

past four World Teak Conferences were held in Asian and Latin American countries: the first one in Costa 

Rica (2011), followed by Bangkok (2013), Ecuador (2015) and Ghana (2022), 

Kerala has special significance in the history of teak plantation, with Nilambur being home to the 

world's oldest teak plantation. With its extensive background in teak research, the Kerala Forest Research 

Institute seized the opportunity to host this international event from September 17th to 20th, 2025. 

For detailed information, please visit https://worldteakconference2025.com/. 

P. K. Thulasidas, India 

14th International Conference "Wood Science and Engineering in the Third 

Millennium", Romania on November 6th-8th, 2025 

Welcome to join in the upcoming international conference ICWSE 2025, which is intended to bring 

together professionals from universities and industry, to present and discuss the most recent advances 

in wood science and engineering, to stimulate technical and scientific innovations on sustainable 

development of designing and manufacturing wood products, and to provide a focus for the exchange of 

latest ideas on wood products engineering and circular economy in the wood sector. 

The event will be hosted by the "Transylvania" University of Brasov (Romania), Faculty of Furniture 

Design and Wood Engineering, and it will be held between 6-8 November 2025, at the Aula of the 

"Transylvania" University of Brasov. 

The participation in the conference with a scientific presentation is conditioned by the acceptance of 

a short summary of your research, provided within the Pre-Registration Form. All people who wish to 

attend the conference (with or without presentation) must fill in the Pre-Registration Form. 

Participants can choose freely if they just wish to give a presentation at the conference without 

submitting a full paper, or if they wish to have their paper(s) published. Three scientific journals, which 

act as ICWSE 2025 partners with special issues dedicated to this event, are available: Applied Sciences, 

Bulletin of the "Transylvania" University of Brasov, and PRO LIGNO. Details can be found under the 

heading "Paper Publishing". The publishing acceptance will be based on the result of a peer-review 

process. 

All papers registered at the conference will be included through an extended abstract in the 

Conference Book of Abstracts. A participant may be the first author of maximum two papers. 

For detailed information, please visit https://www.proligno.ro/en/icwse_home_2025.htm. 

Dr. Holger Militz, Dr. Csilla Csiha, and Dr. Marius Catalin Barbu 
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Meeting reports 

The 12th IAWA-China Group Annual Meeting & the 16th China-Korea-Japan Joint 

Seminar on Wood Quality and Utilization in Harbin, August 15-17th, 2025, China 

The 12th IAWA-China Group Annual Meeting & the 16th China-Korea-Japan Joint Seminar on Wood 

Quality and Utilization, hosted by IAWA-China Group and Organizing Committee of the China-Korea-

Japan Research Group of Wood Science, co-organized by the Northeast Forestry University (NEFU), 

was held on August 15th-17th, 2025, Harbin City of Heilongjiang Province, China. The theme of the 

conference was “Exploring Nature of Wood to Ensure Wood Security and Quality”. The Vice President of 

NEFU Haipeng Yu, IAWA Executive Secretary Yafang Yin and Chairman of IAWA China Group Bin Xu 

delivered opening remarks. 

 

Group photo of the 12th IAWA China Group Annual Meeting & the 16th China-Korea-Japan Joint 
Seminar on Wood Quality and Utilization, Harbin, China, 2025 

 

More than 190 participants from 35 organizations of China, Korea, Japan, Laos and Mongolia 

attended the meeting. There were 3 keynote speakers from three countries providing lectures. Professor 

Noboru Nakamura of the Green Innovation Center of Okayama University gave a keynote lecture entitled 

"Current situation of wood industry in Japan and how to jointly contribute to decarbonization in Southeast 

Asia". Professor Jung-Kwon OH of the Seoul National University delivered a keynote lecture entitled 

"Structural and Fire Performance of Timber-Concrete Composite Slab Using Notched Plywood Shear 

Connection". Professor Eryuan Liang, the Institute of Tibetan Plateau Research, the Chinese Academy 

of Sciences (ITPCAS) provided a keynote lecture entitled “Wood Anatomy and Dendrochronology: New 

Frontiers in Understanding Alpine Treeline Patterns, Dynamics and Drivers”.  

After three keynote lectures, in total there were 63 oral presenters giving their presentations on the 

topics of development trends in wood anatomy, digitizing wood collections, wood formation and structure-

function relationships, identification and preservation of wooden cultural heritages, bamboo and wood 

anatomy enabling efficient utilization, advanced research on novel wood-based materials, tree-ring and 

climate change, identification and protection of endangered timber species. 
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Keynote presentations of the 12th IAWA China Group Annual Meeting & the 16th China-Korea-Japan 
Joint Seminar on Wood Quality and Utilization 
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Oral presentations and academic discussions during the 12th IAWA China Group Annual Meeting & the 
16th China-Korea-Japan Joint Seminar on Wood Quality and Utilization 

 

Eleven Excellent Presentation Awards (EPA), three Outstanding Poster Awards and six Wood 

Microscopy Competition Awards for students were awarded by the committee of IAWA-China Group and 

China-Korea-Japan Research Group of Wood Science. The conference provided a crucial academic 

platform for participants to deeply exchange cutting-edge research outcomes, fostering collaboration 

among scholars worldwide in both fundamental studies and technological applications of wood science. 

This effort has injected new momentum into high-quality development across various research fields, 

including the conservation of forest biodiversity, efficient utilization of wood resources, and the 

preservation of wooden cultural relics.  

The 13th Annual Conference of IAWA-China Group will be organized by the Sichuan Agricultural 

University and the National Furniture Product Quality Supervision and Inspection Center (Chengdu) in 

2026 in Chengdu, China. 

Xinjie Cui, Haigang Wang, Yanjun Xie, China 

 

Miscellaneous News 

IAWA Journal Published as E-online Version Only from 2026   

IAWA decided to transform IAWA Journal completely into e-online version only (without hardcopy 

anymore) from 2026. The main reasons to pursue an online-only version of IAWA Journal in the near 

future are the postal problems that result in receiving the paper version too late, more and more members 

are changing their membership from ‘package’ to ‘e-access only’, articles are available online very quickly 

and cost-saving and an online-only version is better for the environment. Publishing IAWA Journal 
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completely into e-online version only may attract more young researchers to join in the wood anatomy 

community. 

Shan Li, China 

 

IAWA Special Issue 2026 on Digitizing Wood Collections   

The IAWA Journal is calling for contributions to a Special Issue on the vast topic of digitizing wood 

collections. Research articles, reviews, opinion papers, technical notes and papers on data derived from 

wood collections are welcome.  

Scientific collections play a key role in wood anatomical research. The latest edition of the Index 

Xylariorum elucidated that 1.67 million wood specimens are stored in 184 institutional collections of 

reference, the so called xylaria, altogether an impressive body of research material.  (http://iawa-

website1.org/en/Wood_collection/Overview_of_Wood_Collection.shtml ). Next to the xylaria, there are 

also curated collections of stem discs and tree cores, paleontological samples and wooden cultural 

objects. The importance of all these wood collections is expected to rise and the demand for digitized 

data and metadata is therefore rapidly growing. This tendency is fueled by the international search for 

reference material underpinning wood identification in a context of law enforcement. Simultaneously there 

is also a big need for reliable measurements of functional traits of trees, including many of the wood 

anatomical features that can be extracted from collection specimens. 

The special issue will comprise papers on all aspects of digitalization, including: 

• Catalogues of individual xylaria and other types of wood collections 

• New wood anatomical descriptions of xylaria specimens and taxa   

• Databases on functional traits derived from collection material 

• Databases on elemental concentrations, stable isotopes and metabolites in wood derived 

from xylarium specimens 

• Databasing time series of growth-ring features of curated tree cores and stem discs 

• Databasing 2D and 3D images of wood specimens at different magnifications, including 

applications of computer vision and artificial intelligence. 

Please indicate in the cover letter your wish to be included in this Special Issue. Manuscripts can be 

submitted to the IAWA Journal at https://www.editorialmanager.com/iawa/default.aspx.  

The Special Issue will constitute the IAWA Journal Volume 47, Issue 4 (2026), but manuscripts will be 

published online once accepted. The deadline for manuscript submission is June 30th, 2026. 

Hans Beeckman, Belgium 

 

Special issues of IAWA Journal are on sale 

Special issues of IAWA Journal are on sale. They will be sold during some international or local meetings, 

as previously done during IBC, PRWAC, IUFRO and other IAWA related meetings. More detailed 

information on the special issues is available on https://iawa-

website1.org/en/IAWA_Journal/Special_Issues.shtml. To order these special issues, please write to 

yang.lu@caf.ac.cn. 

Shan Li, China 

  

http://iawa-website1.org/en/Wood_collection/Overview_of_Wood_Collection.shtml
http://iawa-website1.org/en/Wood_collection/Overview_of_Wood_Collection.shtml
https://www.editorialmanager.com/iawa/default.aspx
https://iawa-website1.org/en/IAWA_Journal/Special_Issues.shtml
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“Atlas of hardwoods in France - Multi-scale identification tool” has been released 

The book "Atlas of hardwoods in France - Multi-scale identification tool" is available. The text is in 

French but it contains many photos of hardwoods, at the macroscopic and microscopic scale and the 

description uses the codification of the IAWA criteria. Further information on the book could be accessed 

from the link https://www.quae.com/produit/1924/9782759240579/atlas-des-bois-feuillus-de-france. 

Marie-Christine Trouy, France 

 

I.W. Bailey Award - Call for nominations (Before 1st September 2025) 

Irving Widmore Bailey (1884—1967) was one of the greatest 

wood anatomists of all time. His publications on xylem evolution, 

cambium and wood formation, cell wall ultrastructure, fossil woods, 

tree pathology, vestured pits, wood identification, and wood properties 

remain seminal to this day. His broad insights into the biological and 

practical significance of pattern and process in plant structure are still 

inspirational. IAWA honours his memory by naming the award for early 

career researchers who publish their work in the IAWA Journal after 

him. 

The I.W. Bailey Award is presented annually for the best original 

or review paper published in the IAWA Journal by an undergraduate, 

graduate student, or postdoc up to five years after their PhD defense. 

All subject matters published in the IAWA Journal are eligible: wood, 

bark, palm, bamboo, and rattan anatomy and ultrastructure, preferably 

linked to other fields such as, for instance, plant physiology, ecology, 

tree biology, pathology and decay, plant systematics and phylogeny, 

palaeobotany, climatology, archaeobotany, wood properties, 

biomechanics and wood culture. The Award consists of a certificate and 1000 Euro, sponsored by De 

Gruyter-Brill Publishers. 

Candidates may nominate their own submissions directly to the editors Lloyd Donaldson 

(lloyd.donaldson@scionresearch.com) and Veronica De Micco (demicco@unina.it) together with a one-

page CV, and one supporting statement from a senior IAWA Member before September 1st of the current 

year. The Award Committee will be formed by the Editors and Associate Editors of the IAWA Journal. 

 

Call for Newsletter Items 

The IAWA Newsletter keeps the IAWA community actively informed and stimulates members to visit 

the IAWA website for the latest and detailed news. Please send any news items you wish to share with 

https://www.quae.com/produit/1924/9782759240579/atlas-des-bois-feuillus-de-france
http://www.nasonline.org/publications/biographical-memoirs/memoir-pdfs/bailey-irving-w.pdf
mailto:lloyd.donaldson@scionresearch.com
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the whole IAWA community to the newsletter editors Dr. Shan Li (lishan.ecology@hotmail.com) and Dr. 

Yang Lu (yang.lu@caf.ac.cn) of the IAWA Office, Beijing. 

 

Call for Manuscripts for IAWA Journal 2026  

The editors of the IAWA Journal would like to encourage new manuscript submissions for volume 

47, 2026. A reminder that subscribers/IAWA members can register for ‘table of contents’ alerts on the 

IAWA Journal homepage. 

 

Veronica De Micco & Lloyd Donaldson   

Editors in Chief – IAWA Journal 

 

 

IAWA Journal 44(3) 

 

Regular articles 

 

A database and interactive identification key for the anatomy of woods of the Ethiopian Afromontane 

Forest 

Stéphanie C. Bodin, Alemseged Beldados, Ermias Lulekal, Melaku Wondafrash, Friyat Angesom, Tefera 

Tarekegn, and Katharina Neumann 

Pages: 297–315 

Online Publication Date: 18 Dec 2024 

 

Unveiling the wood anatomy of the overlooked agarwood Aetoxylon sympetalum (Steenis & Domke) Airy 

Shaw (Thymelaeaceae Juss.) 

Sarah D. Wilson, Teresa Terrazas, and Peter E. Gasson 

Pages: 316–329 

Online Publication Date: 10 Feb 2025 

 

Differences in bark anatomy between stem and branches of Olea europaea L. 

Authors: Jožica Gričar and Klemen Eler 

Pages: 330–346 

Online Publication Date: 13 Mar 2025 

 

Early response of phloem in naturally regenerated Norway spruce (Picea abies (L.) H. Karst.) after 

complete overstorey removal 

Aleksandra A. Serkova, Tatiana V. Tarelkina, Diana S. Ivanova, Elena V. Kachanova, Ludmila I. 

Semenova, and Anna V. Klimova 

Pages: 347–361 

Online Publication Date: 28 Feb 2025 

 

Structure of axial and radial sieve tubes and its functional significance for the phloem network in Aquilaria 

sinensis (Thymelaeaceae) 

Bei Luo, Arata Yoshinaga, Tatsuya Awano, and Junji Sugiyama 

Pages: 362–384 

Online Publication Date: 05 Feb 2025 

 

mailto:lishan.ecology@hotmail.com
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Variations in concentrations of inorganic elements in the sapwood of Quercus serrata and their simple 

quantification using a handheld X-ray fluorescence spectrometer 

Takuya Manaka, Miho Kojima, Junko Nagakura, Hisashi Abe, and Qingmin Han 

Pages: 385–401 

Online Publication Date: 13 Mar 2025 

 

Genetic and environmental vessel control differ between 10-year-old Dipteryx alata (Fabaceae) 

provenances 

Eduardo Luiz Longui, Miguel Luiz Menezes Freitas, Israel Luiz de Lima, Marcelo Zanata, José Cambuim, 

Vitor Hugo Barbedo, Bruno Marchetti de Souza, Ananda Virgínia de Aguiar, Fernando António Leal 

Pacheco, Luís Filipe Sanches Fernandes, and Mario Luiz Teixeira de Moraes 

Pages: 402–417 

Online Publication Date: 13 Jun 2025 

 

An anatomical approach to investigating Lyctus brunneus feeding behavior in oak sapwood 

Authors: Alan Crivellaro, Magali Toriti, Beatrice Tolio, Fabien Fohrer, Francesco Maimone, Flavio 

Ruffinatto, and Aline Durand 

Pages: 418–429 

Online Publication Date: 28 May 2025 

 

Corrigendum to: Properties of Catalpa bungei (Bignoniaceae) earlywood and latewood in the same 

growth ring during moisture adsorption/desorption: swelling and shrinkage at the cell level (IAWA Journal 

45 (2024) 195–212, DOI: 10.1163/22941932-bja10138) 

Fangyu Yin, Jiali Jiang, Shixiong Sheng, Ping Wang, Yong Yang, and Yafang Yin 

Pages: 431 

Online Publication Date: 30 Jun 2025  

 


