
[1] 

IAWA Newsletter – May 2025 

 

Future meetings 

The 12th IAWA-China Group Annual Conference & the 16th China- Korea-Japan 

Joint Seminar on Wood Quality and Utilization, China on August 15th to 17th, 2025 

The 12th Annual Conference of IAWA (International Association of Wood Anatomists)-China Group 

& the 16th China-Korea-Japan Joint Seminar on Wood Quality and Utilization will be held in Harbin, China 

from August 15th to 17th, 2025. The theme of this conference is "Exploring Nature of Wood to Ensure 

Wood Security and Quality." This conference is hosted by the IAWA-China Group and organized by the 

Northeast Forestry University of China, with support by the Chinese National Science & Technology 

Fundamental Resources Investigation Program “Revision of Atlas of Chinese Woods”. We cordially invite 

you to participate in this conference. 

The conference will cover the following subjects and sessions: 1) Development trends in wood 

anatomy; 2) Construction of digital platforms for wood specimens; 3) Wood formation and structure-

function relationships; 4) Identification and preservation of archaeological wooden remains; 5) Bamboo 

and wood anatomy enabling efficient utilization; 6) Advanced research on novel wood-based materials; 

7) Research on tree-ring climate relationships; 8) Identification and protection of endangered woody 

plants. 

For detailed information, please visit https://cailiao.nefu.edu.cn/clkxeng/info/1124/1201.htm or 

contact Dr. Xinjie Cui cuixinjie_1212@126.com. 

Haigang Wang, Zhe Qiu, Xinjie Cui and Yanjun Xie, China 

 

The 5th World Teak Conference 2025, India on September 17th-20th, 2025 

In 2025, Kerala will host the 5th World Teak Conference organized by the Kerala Forest Research 

Institute, the International Teak Information Network (TEAKNET) and the International Tropical Timber 

Organization (ITTO). This global event will take place in Grand Hyatt Koichi Bolgatty, Kochi, Kerala. The 

past four World Teak Conferences were held in Asian and Latin American countries; the first one in Costa 

Rica (2011), followed by Bangkok (2013), Ecuador (2015) and Ghana (2022), 

Kerala holds special significance in the history of teak plantation, with Nilambur being home to the 

world's oldest teak plantation. With its extensive background in teak research, the Kerala Forest Research 

Institute seized the opportunity to host this international event from September 17th to 20th, 2025. 

The deadline of abstract submission is February 28, 2025, and early-bird registration deadline is April 

30, 2025. 

For detailed information, please visit https://worldteakconference2025.com/. 

P. K. Thulasidas, India 

 

14th International Conference "Wood Science and Engineering in the Third 

Millennium", Romania on November 6th-8th, 2025 

Welcome to join in the upcoming international conference ICWSE 2025, which is intended to bring 

together professionals from universities and industry, to present and discuss the most recent advances 

in wood science and engineering, to stimulate technical and scientific innovations on sustainable 

development of designing and manufacturing wood products, and to provide a focus for the exchange of 

latest ideas on wood products engineering and circular economy in the wood sector. 

https://cailiao.nefu.edu.cn/clkxeng/info/1124/1201.htm
mailto:cuixinjie_1212@126.com
https://worldteakconference2025.com/
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The event will be hosted by the "Transylvania" University of Brasov (Romania), Faculty of Furniture 

Design and Wood Engineering, and it will be held between 6-8 November 2025, at the Aula of the 

"Transylvania" University of Brasov. 

The participation to the conference with a scientific presentation is conditioned by the acceptance of 

a short summary of your research, provided within the Pre-Registration Form. All persons who wish to 

attend the conference (with or without presentation) must fill in the Pre-Registration Form. 

Participants can choose freely if they just wish to give a presentation at the conference without 

submitting a full paper, or if they wish to have their paper(s) published. Three scientific journals, which 

act as ICWSE 2025 partners with special issues dedicated to this event, are available: Applied Sciences, 

Bulletin of the "Transylvania" University of Brasov, and PRO LIGNO. Details can be found under the 

heading "Paper Publishing". The publishing acceptance will be based on the result of a peer-review 

process. 

All papers registered at the conference will be included through an extended abstract in the 

Conference Book of Abstracts. A participant may be the first author of maximum two papers. 

For detailed information, please visit https://www.proligno.ro/en/icwse_home_2025.htm. 

Dr. Holger Militz, Dr. Csilla Csiha, and Dr. Marius Catalin Barbu 

 

Meeting Reports 

International Symposium on Wood Science and Technology 2025 (ISWST2025) with 

the Session of 2025 World Wood Day Symposium and the Seventh IUFRO Forest 

Products Culture Colloquium, Japan on March 17th-19th, 2025 

The World Wood Day 2025 celebrations were held onsite for the first time after the pandemic. A 

variety of exciting events took place in different cities all around Japan, including a symposium in Sendai, 

a special concert in Kawasaki, an international furniture making project for young adults in Gyoda, a wood 

culture music stage at Expo 2025 Osaka, and more. Celebrations in Japan and other countries worldwide 

will go on until November 2025. 

World Wood Day, celebrated on the same day as the International Day of Forests (21 March), is a 

cultural event aimed at raising awareness of the importance and value of wood and its responsible uses. 

The WWD 2025 event was organized by the International Wood Culture Society (IWCS), Japan Wood 

Culture Society (JWCS) and World Wood Day Foundation (WWDF), co-organized by the Japan Wood 

Research Society (JWRS) and Kumamoto University. 

The 2025 World Wood Day Symposium and the Seventh IUFRO Forest Products Culture Colloquium 

were jointly held with the International Symposium on Wood Science and Technology (ISWST) organized 

by the Japan Wood Research Society (JWRS) and IAWA. Twenty-three oral and poster presenters from 

fifteen countries explored the theme of Eco-Living with Wood with a wide range of research fields related 

to wood and non-wood forest products. 

Approximately 417 participants from 24 countries and regions attended the ISWST 2025. John 

Parrotta, the Immediate Past President of IUFRO, was invited as a keynote speaker to introduce IUFRO 

and the World Wood Day. Topics of ISWST also included biorefinery and bioeconomy, wood in health 

and wellness, wood chemistry, wood physics, composite materials and adhesion, timber engineering, cell 

formation and wood structures, and biodegradation and preservation of wood. Participants were also 

thrilled by a special event for an immersive experience, created and conducted by Priya Parrotta. 

Future World Wood Day events will strive to involve more IUFRO Divisions and members to reflect 

the spirit of IUFRO, which interconnects forests, science and people. 

 

https://www.proligno.ro/en/icwse_home_2025.htm
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IAWA Special Session of ISWST 2025 in Sendai, Japan on March 18th, 2025 

International Symposium on Wood Science and Technology (ISWST) 2025, organized by the Japan 

Wood Research Society, was held on March 17th–19th, 2025, in Sendai, Japan. The IAWA Special 

Session was held on March 18th, 2025, during this symposium. Five researchers and students presented 

their results in this special session. Ms. Anna Kajiya, Chiba University, presented “The effect of climatic 

factors of provenance on clonal variation of radius, basic density, and microfibril angle in Picea glehnii 

plus-trees”. “Evaluation of growth and wood traits of the third generation Acacia mangium half-sib families 

in Indonesia” was presented by Mr. Masendra, Tokyo University of Agriculture and Technology, and 

Utsunomiya University. The third speaker, Ms. Marya Tiara Hapsari from University of Tsukuba, 

presented “Intra and inter-specific variation in wood density of planted red meranti”. Ms. Jennifer Conda, 

Forest Products Research and Development Institute, Philippines, presented "Wood anatomy: a 

conventional yet scientific approach for the restoration of national shrines and interpretation of part-

human activities". The final speaker, Dr. Izumi Arakawa, Tokyo University of Agriculture and Technology, 

presented "Fluorescence spectral analysis during heartwood formation in Robinia pseudoacacia”. 

 

 
 

The IAWA Special Session at ISWST 2025 was a great opportunity for young researchers and 

students to share their insights on wood science. It sparked meaningful discussions and potential 

collaborations. Huge thanks to all presenters and attendees—we look forward to seeing more exciting 

advancements in the field. 

Futoshi Ishiguri, Satoshi Nakaba and Hisashi Abe, Japan 

 

Miscellaneous News 

IAWA Journal Published as E-online Version Only from 2026   

IAWA decided to transform IAWA Journal completely into e-online version only (without hardcopy 

anymore) from 2026. The main reasons to pursue an online-only version of IAWA Journal in the near 

future are the postal problems that result in receiving the paper version too late, more and more members 

are changing their membership from ‘package’ to ‘e-access only’, articles are available online very quickly 

and cost-saving and an online-only version is better for the environment. Publishing IAWA Journal 
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completely into e-online version only may attract more young researchers to join in the wood anatomy 

community. 

Shan Li, China 

 

IAWA Special Issue 2025 on Quantitative Wood Anatomy (QWA) 

IAWA Journal is organizing a Special Issue called “Quantitative Wood Anatomy: research 

applications, opportunities and challenges” in memory of Professor Pieter Baas, who was one of the most 

distinguished scientists in plant anatomy and wood anatomy and the greatest advocate for worldwide 

cooperation of wood anatomists in our times.  

Colleagues in the research field, IAWA members, and others are invited to contribute reviews, 

original research articles, and viewpoint papers relating to Quantitative Wood Anatomy (QWA) with a 

special emphasis on recent advances in wood anatomy and multidisciplinary approaches.  

The Special Issue will be published as IAWA Journal Volume 46, Issue 4 (2025), however, 

manuscripts will be available online once accepted. Please note you will enjoy 50% discount on APC 

for Open Access if your manuscript is accepted for publication. 

Please indicate in the cover letter your wish to be included in this Special Issue. Manuscripts can be 

submitted to the IAWA Journal at https://www.editorialmanager.com/iawa/default.aspx. Deadline for 

manuscript submission is 30 June 2025. 

Yafang Yin, Georg von Arx and Veronica De Micco 

 

Velux Stiftung: Funding Program in Forestry from IUFRO 

Nearly one third of the planet's land surface is covered with forests, and these need to fulfil many 

purposes: They provide society with goods such as timber, food and medicine. Forests play a crucial role 

in mitigating climate change and can protect biodiversity, soil and water quality as well as serve as places 

where people can enjoy nature. Wood has a lower environmental impact than many alternative materials 

and the increasing use of forest products can reduce the carbon footprint. 

With the funding program in forestry, the foundation wants to contribute to this challenge by 

supporting solution-oriented research based on an interaction between science and practitioners. 

Incorporating practice into research and using research to inform practice is essential to change and 

progress. Therefore, support is available as below. 

Research projects: Innovative, novel, outside-of-the-box research that has a high potential to change 

forestry practice. The project should aim to address topics of broad interest and employ a participatory 

approach that includes stakeholders. It can also be interdisciplinary. Additionally, it is mandatory to 

allocate 10% of the budget for knowledge transfer. 

Science-practice projects: Science-practice projects aim to facilitate collaboration between 

researchers and practitioners to improve accessibility and comprehensibility of specified forest 

management findings relevant to stakeholders. These projects should facilitate dialogue, knowledge 

exchange or co-production resulting in deliverables such as tools and resources or communication 

products. Applications must demonstrate the commitment of the collaborating parties and the continuity 

of the approach. 

Program goals: The overall objective of the funding program is to improve sustainable forest 

management that addresses the pressing problems of climate change and biodiversity loss as well as 

society's need for forest products. 

Next deadline: 22 September 2025 at 23:59 CEST, with a final decision on proposals in March 2026. 

To get more information, please visit the website from IUFRO https://www.iufro.org/other-

announcements/velux-stiftung-funding-program-in-forestry. 

 

https://www.editorialmanager.com/iawa/default.aspx
https://www.iufro.org/other-announcements/velux-stiftung-funding-program-in-forestry
https://www.iufro.org/other-announcements/velux-stiftung-funding-program-in-forestry


[5] 

I.W. Bailey Award - Call for nominations 

Irving Widmore Bailey (1884—1967) was 

one of the greatest wood anatomists of all time. 

His publications on xylem evolution, cambium 

and wood formation, cell wall ultrastructure, 

fossil woods, tree pathology, vestured pits, wood 

identification, and wood properties remain 

seminal to this day. His broad insights into the 

biological and practical significance of pattern 

and process in plant structure are still 

inspirational. IAWA honours his memory by 

naming the award for early career researchers 

who publish their work in the IAWA Journal after 

him. 

The I.W. Bailey Award is presented 

annually for the best original or review paper 

published in the IAWA Journal by an 

undergraduate, graduate student, or postdoc up 

to five years after their PhD defense. All subject 

matters published in the IAWA Journal are 

eligible: wood, bark, palm, bamboo, and rattan 

anatomy and ultrastructure, preferably linked to 

other fields such as, for instance, plant 

physiology, ecology, tree biology, pathology and 

decay, plant systematics and phylogeny, palaeobotany, climatology, archaeobotany, wood properties, 

biomechanics and wood culture. The Award consists of a certificate and 1000 Euro, sponsored by De 

Gruyter-Brill Publishers. 

Candidates may nominate their own submissions directly to the editors Lloyd Donaldson 

(lloyd.donaldson@scionresearch.com) and Veronica De Micco (demicco@unina.it) together with a one-

page CV, and one supporting statement from a senior IAWA Member before September 1st of the current 

year. The Award Committee will be formed by the Editors and Associate Editors of the IAWA Journal. 

 

Call for Newsletter Items 

The IAWA Newsletter keeps the IAWA community actively informed and stimulates members to visit 

the IAWA website for the latest and detailed news. Please send any news items you wish to share with 

the whole IAWA community to the newsletter editors Dr. Shan Li (lishan@sust.edu.cn) and Dr. Yang 

Lu (yang.lu@caf.ac.cn) of the IAWA Office, Beijing. 

 

Call for Manuscripts of IAWA Journal 2025/6  

The editors of the IAWA Journal would like to encourage new manuscript submissions for volume 

46, 2025 (almost full) and for volume 47, 2026. A reminder that subscribers/IAWA members can register 

for ‘table of contents’ alerts on the IAWA Journal homepage. Volume 46(2) will go to press in the next 

month or so and contents will be listed online at https://brill.com/view/journals/iawa/iawa-overview.xml. 

 

Veronica De Micco & Lloyd Donaldson   

Editors in Chief – IAWA Journal 

 

http://www.nasonline.org/publications/biographical-memoirs/memoir-pdfs/bailey-irving-w.pdf
mailto:lloyd.donaldson@scionresearch.com
mailto:lishan@sust.edu.cn
https://brill.com/view/journals/iawa/iawa-overview.xml
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Regular articles 46 (1) 

Wavy grain in ssycamore maple (Acer pseudoplatanus) — a structural analysis of xylem and phloem. 

Authors: Tim Lewandrowski, Kilian Dremel, and Volker Haag 

Pages: 1-9 

 

Ontogenesis and variation of wood ‘parenchymatization’ in Cochlospermum vitifolium (Bixaceae) 

Authors: Marco V. Alvarado and Teresa Terrazas 

Pages: 10–26 

 

The application of chromatography and complementary techniques for wood identification — State of 

the art and future directions 

Authors: José Luís Silva, Rui Bordalo, José Pissarra, Paloma de Palacios, and André Pereira 

Pages: 27–50 

 

Effect of girdling on phloem and xylem formation in a range of gymnosperms and angiosperms 

Authors: Aleksandra A. Serkova, Tatiana V. Tarelkina, Diana S. Ivanova, Ludmila I. Semenova, and 

Ludmila L. Novitskaya 

Pages: 51–70 

 

Pyotr Kostromitinov’s wood collection from Fort Ross: evidence of the early botanical exploration of 

northern California 

Authors: Ksenia N. Kuznetsova, Anna V. Stepanova, Ekaterina L. Kotina, and Alexei A. Oskolski 

Pages: 71–98 

 

Evaluation of non-anatomical characteristics for wood identification of six Korean oak species 

Authors: Alvin Muhammad Savero, Jong-Ho Kim, Byantara Darsan Purusatama, Denni Prasetia, Imam 

Wahyudi, Seung-Hwan Lee, and Nam-Hun Kim 

Pages: 99–110 

 

What do we know about the needle xylem structure of the genus Pinus? 

Authors: Roman Gebauer 

Pages: 111–130 

 

Robustness of a macroscopic computer-vision wood identification model to digital perturbations of test 

images 

Authors: Frank C. Owens, Prabu Ravindran, Adriana Costa, Manuel Chavesta, Rolando Montenegro, 

Rubin Shmulsky, and Alex C. Wiedenhoeft 

Pages: 131–146 

 

Microstructural properties of Pacific yew as determined with SilviScan 

Authors: Galen O. Fox and Laurence R. Schimleck 

Pages: 147–159 

 


